
The Rarest Known Buddy Holly Poster, From ‘The Day the Music Died,’

Sells for World Record $447,000 at Heritage Auctions

Friday’s result smashes the previous record of $275,000 to become the most valuable
concert poster ever sold
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DALLAS, Texas (Nov. 11, 2022) – The only
known poster from “The Day the Music Died”
became the most expensive concert poster of
all time Friday when a Winter Dance Party
poster from Feb. 3, 1959, sold for a record-
setting $447,000 at Heritage Auctions.

The poster’s final price, realized after a
bidding war that ended with an auction room
erupting into applause, shattered the previous
record price of $275,000 previously held by
a Beatles 1966 Shea Stadium concert poster,
which sold at Heritage on April 18.

It’s no surprise this is now the most valuable
concert poster in the world, as it dates from
the very day Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and
the Big Bopper, J.P. Richardson, were killed
in a plane crash near Clear Lake, Iowa, on
their way to a show in Moorhead, Minn. The
musicians were en route to the Moorhead
Armory as part of the Winter Dance Party tour
when their single-engine Beechcraft Bonanza
crashed in a cornfield. This is the only known
poster from a concert that inexplicably wasn't
canceled The Day the Music Died, as Don
McLean famously called it in his "American Pie."

“Heritage is thrilled to break the previous record for a concert poster by more than
$170,000,” said Pete Howard, Director of Concert Posters at Heritage Auctions, “but not
the least bit surprised, given the importance, the uniqueness and the gravitas of this
amazing window card, which advertised rock and roll’s first tragedy.”
 
The poster was one of 43 sold during the first session of Heritage’s Nov. 11-13 Music
Memorabilia Signature® Auction. The first day not only saw a new record, but exceeded
all expectations when it realized a total of $684,943.
Friday marked just the second time a Winter Dance Party poster has been offered through
Heritage. In April 2020, previously unseen cardboard from the Jan. 25, 1959, show at the
Kato Ballroom in Mankato, Minn., realized $125,000.
The poster that sold Friday might well be the only one ever discovered. It originally had
been affixed to a telephone pole in advance of the 12th stop on the tour but fell to the
ground; there are no pinholes, only the residue of the sticky material used to keep it in
place. The maintenance man who found it placed the poster in a closet, face down, and
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forgot about it for 50 years.
The auction continues through Sunday at HA.com/7297.

Heritage Auctions is the largest fine art and collectibles auction house founded in the
United States, and the world's largest collectibles auctioneer. Heritage maintains offices in
New York, Dallas, Beverly Hills, Chicago, Palm Beach, London, Paris, Geneva,
Amsterdam and Hong Kong.

Heritage also enjoys the highest Online traffic and dollar volume of any auction house on
earth (source: SimilarWeb and Hiscox Report). The Internet's most popular auction-house
website, HA.com, has more than 1,500,000 registered bidder-members and searchable
free archives of five million past auction records with prices realized, descriptions and
enlargeable photos. Reproduction rights routinely granted to media for photo credit.

For breaking stories, follow us: HA.com/Facebook and HA.com/Twitter. Link to this
release or view prior press releases.
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